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The  War  in  the  West 

The  object  of  this  campaign  was  to  control  the  Mississippi, 
which  would  split  the  Confederacy  by  preventing  men  and  supplies 
from  Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  Texas  from  reaching  the  Eastern 
battlefields.  When  the  object  was  accomplished,  Union  troops 
would  turn  eastward,  win  the  Allegheny  passes  in  Tennessee,  and 
from  this  "side  door"  strike  at  the  heart  of  the  Confederacy. 


SCALE  OF  MILES 
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Scene  of  the  Western  campaign 


The  First  Line.  A  strong  Confederate  line  began  at  the  Missis- 
sippi and  extended  eastward  along  the  northern  border  of  Tennes- 
see. Where  this  line  crossed  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Rivers 
were  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson.  The  first  Union  attack  was  aimed 
at  these  forts,  which  prevented  gunboats  from  going  upriver  to 
the  rear  of  the  Confederate  position. 

Thanks  largely  to  the  gunboats.  Fort  Henry  was  battered  to 
pieces ;  then  Donelson  was  besieged  and  forced  to  surrender  with 
its  garrison  of  15,000  men  (February,  1862),  compelling  the  whole 
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To  capture  the  place  was  a  diflScult  task,  for  it  was  de- 
fended by  strong  forts  and  by  a  number  of  ships  of  war. 

The  command  of  the  expedition  against  it  was 
Capture  of         given  to  David  G.  Farragut.     In  April  the  fleet 

began  the  bombardment  of  the  forts.  Six  days 
and  nights  without  intermission  shells  were  thrown  from 
huge  mortars  into  the  defenses,  but  they  did  not  succeed 


in  destroying  the  works  or  driving  the  garrison  out.  Far- 
ragut  then  planned  to  run  by  the  forts,  attack  the  fleet 
above  them,  proceed  up  the  river,-  and  take  the  city.  This 
was  successfully  accomplished.  New  Orleans  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Federal  forces,  April,  1862. 
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The  peninsula 
campaign. 

the  York. 


As  already  suggested,  the  fall  and  winter  *  of  1861-'63 
had  been  spent  in  quietness  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
In  the   spring    McClellan   decided  to  change 
his  base  of  operations  and  to  transfer  his  forces 
to  the  peninsula  between  the  James  Eiver  and 
He  moved  leisurely  up  the  peninsula,  hindered 
somewhat  by  the   enemy,  and 
especially  balked  by  a  daring 
offensive  move  made  by  "  Stone- 
wall "    Jackson    down    the 
/^  -    Shenandoah  Valley.    This 
valley    was    peculiarly 
~%ft^ — % — I     advantageous 
ground       for 
the      enemy. 
It    furnished 
a  safe  avenue 
for  raids  into 
Maryland    or 
feints  against 
Washington, 
If  the  Union 

forces  pursued,  they  were  led  constantly  away  from  Eich- 
mond. 

McClellan  pushed  on  and  threw  his  left  wing  across  the 
Chickahominy  at  Fair  Oaks.  This  portion  of  the  army  was. 
attacked  by  Johnston,  who  had  managed  to\ 
Mav  31  1862  Collect  a  large  force  for  the  protection  of  the 
Confederate  capital.  Unsupported  by  the  right 
wing,  which  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the  National 
left  was  nearly  crushed.  Night  ensued,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing the  Confederate  army  was  met  and  repulsed.  McClellan 
pushed  his  army  still  nearer  Richmond.     By  the  end  of 

*  Battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  a  serious  defeat  for  the  National  forces,  had 
occurred  in  October,  1861.  Only  a  small  force  was  engaged.  McClellan 
had  brought  the  arnay  to  a  fine  state  of  organization  and  discipline. 


The  Peninsula  Campaign. 
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Sherman's  campaign  and  march  to  the  sea 
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THE    AMEEICAN    CONFLICT. 


DEFENSES  OF   KICHMOND   AND  PETEKSEUEG. 
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CAMPAIGNS    FOR  THE  WESTERN    BORDER   STATES 

Showing  the  Confederate  first  and  secotid  lines  of  defense  in  1S62.     The  first  turning 
point  of  the  war 
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The   War  for  the  Union 


The  Federal  forces  suffered  greatly  from  the  swampy 
and  unhealthy  condition  of  the  peninsula. 

Lincoln  now  called  for  more  troops  and  made  General 
Halleck  commander  over  all  the  Union  armies,  although 


THE   PENINSULAR   CAMPAIGNS 

Also  showing  the  operations  around  Richmond  and  the  campaigns  into  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania 

McClellan  remained  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  McClellan's  plan  of  capturing  Richmond,  how- 
ever, was  given  up  and  the  forces  of  McDowell,  Banks, 
and  Fremont  were  united  under  the  name  of  the  Army 
of  Virginia,  with  General  Pope  as  commander  (§  447). 
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Halleck  commander  over  all  the  Union  armies,  although 
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Also  sliowing  the  operations  around  Richmond  and  the  campaigns  into  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania 

McClellan  remained  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  McClellan's  plan  of  capturing  Richmond,  how- 
ever, was  given  up  and  the  forces  of  McDowell,  Banks, 
and  Fremont  were  united  under  the  name  of  the  Army 
of  Virginia,  with  General  Pope  as  commander  (§447). 
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